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Che CORH Committee wish
you a very merry Christmas
and bappy New Year
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Despite many promises to the contrary, we ¢
now shut out of discussions around the sale
the Old Rectory sharing information on the
bidding process would break ©@uncil
rules. Everything is classed as confidentia
despite the fact that the house is such
important building in Carshalton.

Our fears for the Old Rectory are not fancif
There are plenty of examples of neglected lisi
buildings in the private sector. In Swaffha
Norfolk, is the listed 18th century Old Grammr
School thathas fallen into serious disrepai
after changing hads several times since 2B2
That was the yeathat planning permissiowas
given for a wide ranging scheme which w
seenas an opportunity to restore¢he historic
site; ithad been empty foseveralyears

Time passed but no work began. The buildil
were boarded up and subject to vandalis
Locals feared the si
had already been an attempt at arson.
March this yearthere was a new owner an
local people were hopeful that somethin
would happen but nothing didBy Septenber,
Swaffham Town Council was told that théwad
been three further owners since March ar
that the interior of the building$ad been badly
damagel. The Councthreatenedto take

The Frost Fair is on Saturday 7th December
CORA will be there outside the Old Rectory.
frosty day to add to the atmosphere of this pre

enforcement action but as the site He
changedhands so many times, tcking down
the ownersmay wellprovedifficult.

This sorry tale highlights how vulnerabl
historic listed buildings are when develope
take them on.Developing such buildings

expensive and onerousit the bottom line for
a ceveloperis to makea profitand the bigger
the better. Landbanking by a developer |
also a worry, particularly if a developmenr
proves difficult: the fate of the Fox an
Hounds inCarshaltonHigh Street comes t«
mind. Though @roperty might beimportant
to the local conmunity, what we might want
justdoesn’t come into

Will the same happen to the Old Rectory? |
certainly whatCORAfear and why we have
tried so hard to persuade Sutton Council ke
the house. If it belongs to the Council we ¢
hold them to account but once in privat
ownership, protecting the house becom:
almostimpossiblel t ' s one of
old Carshalton District Council bought the C
Rectory in 1944 and the reason Sutton sho
not sell it- but cherish this rare and imptant
historic building.

Source Private EyANooks and Cornerg5th
October to Th November 2024

by Carshalton Ponds and
We are hoping for a
-Christmas event - so

do come along between 1 and 6pm and say hello to the CORA team.
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MISRULE

n the feaste of Chr
house, wheresoever hee was lodged, a Londent
or Maister of merry disports, and the like had y&&
the house of every noble man, of honor, or goo
worshippe, were he spirituall or temporall. Amo
which the Mayor of London, and eyther of the
shiriffes had their severall Lordes of Misrule, e\
contending without quarrell or offence, who shc
make the rarest pastimes to delight the Behold:
These Lordes beginning their rule on Alhollon E
[Halloween], continued the same till the morrov. ..
the Feast of the Purification, commonlie called = °
Candlemas day: In all which space there Were'- 3
fine and subtle disguisinges, Maskes and .
Mummeries, with playing at Cardes for Countel
Nayles and pointes in every house, more for pe
then for gainédgainst the feast of Christmas eve
mangs laleour® parish ahsirches, were d
with holm, ivy, bays, and whatsoever the seasc
the year afforded to be green. The conduits ant

standards in the stre Jo0hn Stowgs S
published in 1603

Celebrating nd-winter is not new. Duringhe Roman festival of Saturnalia roles were revers
citizens served their slaves and misbehaviour was tolerafesithe Roman world becamé
Christian some ofthis merry-making and lie inversion of roles carried onn the 15th century
Churchrole reversatook placeduringthe feast days associated with childre8t Nicholas on 6th
December and Holy Innocentson 28thDedee r . K n o wn achoirboys weye eledted
by theirpeers to take up the duties of the bishop or abbot.

The Lords of Misrule appear in ttete medievaland early Tudor period. They were chosen to le
Christmas festivities the royal householdndthe houses of great noblemeat the Inns of Court
and the universities of Oxford and Cambridge. Usually associated with the twelve da
Christmas, the Lord of Misrule presided over the entertainments of masques, processions
and feasts with a mock court and with the revellers paying him homage. Usler®, he existing
order was overturned and all wgsyful chaos.By the beginning of the 17th century, a wor
upsided own was famously cel ebr at €bdtthe fun aBchaaakchy
of the Twelfth Night celebrations and the Lord of Misrule was to come to an end with the E
Civil War. Underhte Puritan Protectorate,hie custom of the Lord of Misrule was banneand
was not revived after th&®estoration

SourcesWi ki pedi a; English Her.i




How about revivinga 16th centurywinter gameusually
played on Christmas E¥& Snapdragorawide shallow
bowl of heated brandywas placed in the middle o&a

table. Riisinswere added and then the brandet alight

The idea was to snatch a raisithe snapdragon out of

the flaming bowl and pop it into your mouthights were
extinguished tomaximisethe eerie effect of the blue
flames An18th centuryarticle in the‘Tatler magaine

saidthe aim of the gameavasto ‘see each other look lik
ademon, as we burnt ourselves, and snatchedt the

fruit’.

By the midl9th century snapdragon waswell
established as a Christr
in various publications including  Charles
Dickens'Pi ¢ k wi c kK. eRva 5 e rC&inougto thel
LookingG| a s sAnthoaynTdollope ©Or 1 ey .l R
clear from Charl esat dikremr
played the game todSnap Dragosic.187Q a cautionary
tale for children byJulianaHoratia Ewing has dragons
appearingrom the bowl after adisobedientooyseesone
raisin left and adds more brandy to the dying flames.
Mmm ..in our risk averse agé doubt y o
Christmas tradition revivedHappy Christmas!

Sue Horne
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Sources https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snap
dragon_(game)
https://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/ewing/snap
dragons/snapdragons.html



