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The dead box is gone - all thanks to David Hanlon,
one of the volunteers who care for the Ecology
Centre grounds. He gave up his own time to remove
the woody remains. We can’t thank him enough for
all his hard work.
For the next stage, Sue and John Horne set to raking
the beds free of debris, digging them over and then
improving the soil with well-rotted manure. We
thought three bags of manure would be enough for
the whole job, but these disappeared very quickly
into the larger of the two beds (photo above).
Finishing the second bed had to wait until more
bags of manure had been bought, so the work was
completed in two sessions. Now we need to plant
up the beds with hardy shrubs that can survive
shade, drought and neglect!

Issue 40

As in the past, we hoped the Ecology Centre
volunteers would be able to carry on looking
after the Old Rectory garden, but this is now
doubtful. The house is no-longer classified as
being part of the Ecology Centre - even though
the way into the grounds is through the Old
Rectory front garden!
Until the future of the house is decided, a
practical solution must be found, either by the
hard working Ecology Centre volunteers
continuing to care for the garden, or Parks
taking on the work. We all know it’s essential
that the house and its environs are well looked
after - as befits such an historic building. Sutton
Council must not let them fall into disrepair nor
abandon them as they did previously.

Ecology Centre this way!
What a well manured bed. David is shown
the end result

Both beds ready for planting

The Annual General Meeting
The Water Tower was looking its best for our AGM, with the evening sun filling the rooms. Reports were
presented by the Chairman, Treasurer and Membership Secretary, with members given the opportunity
to ask questions if they wished. As there were no new nominations to join the committee, the two
Trustees standing for re-election, Jean Knight and John Phillips, were duly elected. John Phillips closed
the meeting by thanking all our members for continuing to support CORA and the Old Rectory. We then
made our way into the Saloon for refreshments and spent an enjoyable time getting re-acquainted with
one and other over several glasses of wine.
Our thanks to: Julia Gertz for opening the Tower and getting everything ready, Sue Kelsall for organising
the refreshments - and especially the members who came to the meeting. It was very much appreciated.

At the Carshalton Area Committee Meeting on
Tuesday 21st June, our Treasurer, Sue Kelsall, who
is also a community representative at the CAC
meetings, arranged for the following question to be
tabled:
What plans are there for the future of the Old
Rectory?

working with Ward Councillors with engagement
with the local ‘friends of groups’, it is anticipated
that a future report to the Strategy and Resources
Committee setting out a recommendation for the
future of the Old Rectory will be made toward the
end of 2022.

The written response by the Assistant Director of
Assets, Mark Norrell, was as follows: ‘The move
from Grade II to Grade II* listing has limited future
opportunities around any residential conversion
work, which had been close to resolution under the
previous scheme proposed by Sutton Living Ltd
(SLL). The scheme did not prove viable as the
building’s heritage status was increased to Grade
II* restricting aspects of the development.

Although the property is declared operationally
surplus, the council continues to actively manage
and maintain the building recognising the
importance of its heritage status and to limit
building fabric deterioration. Regular internal and
external inspections of the building are carried out
by Council officers. This ensures prompt action can
be taken to remedy any identified problems,
combined with regular gutter and leaf clearance
which has been put in place at appropriate times
during the year.

The council are working with an independent
consultant to identify future options, but it's likely
any future viable options will be limited given the
same constraints SLL encountered and the impact
on the viability of any conversion when also
considering increasing construction costs, high
inflation rates, labour and material supply chain
increases. Towards the end of the summer and

A recent drone roof survey has been carried out
which identified that the roof was found in
reasonable condition with no significant repair
work required. Various works have been carried out
during 2021 and earlier this year, with further work
planned to repair a damaged downpipe recently
identified.’

Maps are fascinating. There are a couple of 19th
century ones that give us a clear indication of the
extent of the Old Rectory garden. One is the Tithe
Apportionment map of 1849 and the other is the
Ordnance Survey map of 1868. On the first map, the
boundary of the garden (plot 400), which included
the barn, extended right up to the Lodge grounds
(plot 347). To the south it ran along the far side of
the canal and bordered a long stretch of West Street.
It’s not entirely clear if the boundary stopped at the
large rectangular Waterhouse pond (later
Margaret’s Pool) or actually included it. You’ll notice
that the map was drawn before any additions were
made to the house.
When the 1868 map was produced, the Old Rectory
gardens were shown in much more detail, with the
paths and planting clearly marked. By this time, the
house had been extended at back with the two story
porch and ‘tower’ added to the north side. Several
outbuildings are shown, including the barn and what
may be stables, with an avenue leading to what looks
Carshalton Tithe apportionment map 1849

like a summer house on the boundary close to the
Lodge. On the southern boundary, the garden paths
and planting continued on the far side of the canal.
Did the map accurately describe the garden?
Certainly the steps to front door and the beds on
either side are represented, whilst circled in red is
what may be the magnificent plane tree.
What a difference it would make to the setting of the
house today if the large plot of land behind the Old
Rectory was still part of the back garden. Such a very
short sighted decision to have sold it.
Ordnance Survey
Map 1868 which
shows the
extension to the
Old Rectory

The garden c.1901

KEEPING IN TOUCH
We’d like to hear from you. Your comments and
suggestions would be very welcome.
Email: savetheoldrectory@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/savetheoldrectory

