FOR THE SUPPORTERS OF CARSHALTON OLD RECTORY
Editor: Sue Horne

Issue 38

The Man who saved the Old Rectory
The image above is from a glass plate taken by
Dr. Albert Peatling sometime between 1903
and 1920. This is the man who may well have
saved the building from demolition when it
was owned by William Mallinson. You’ll
remember the (in)famous letter, written by
Mallinson to Dr Peatling dated 15th February
1918:
‘I know you will think me a most horrible
vandal in wanting to pull down the Old
Rectory, but as a matter of fact, if it was only a
little bigger than it is, I much prefer the house
to the Lodge, for it is much more interesting: at
the same time, I came to Carshalton purely
because I was interested in local work, and
could not find a house to keep me in touch with
the work without going much further away:

even with the Old Rectory addition the grounds
are small enough. I am quite aware that I shall
be much disliked in Carshalton for cutting up
the Old Rectory at all, but whatever is natural
and beautiful in the grounds I hope to leave.’
Dr. Peatling was not only an enthusiastic local
historian but also an amateur archaeologist,
excavating the ‘Frying Pan’ in Carshalton Park.
His wider interests included a collection of
antiquities and he also illustrated ‘Ancient
Stained and Painted Glass in the Churches of
Surrey’ edited by Francis C Eeles (published by
the Surrey Archaeological Society). In 1920, he
became a founding member of the Beddington,
Carshalton & Wallington Archaeological
Society (now the Carshalton & District History
& Archaeology Society). Having collected a
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formidable amount of information about the
village, he intended to write a history of
Carshalton, but died before it could be
completed. However, his papers formed the
basis of later publications on the history of the
village. Peatling’s photographs are also an
invaluable record of Carshalton at the
beginning of the 20th century.
Educated at Magdalene College, Cambridge,
he qualified in medicine at St Thomas’s
Medical School; became a ship’s doctor in the
1890’s; served in the Boer War and eventually
settled in Carshalton in 1902. In 1906 he
married Muriel Palliser Barrow, the daughter
of Sir Samuel & Lady Florence Barrow (who
lived at the Grove). Dr Peatling’s home was at
35, High Street, Carshalton (until recently the
office of GURNER & Co) where he lived with his
wife and two sons.
In April 1922, Dr. Peatling developed acute
appendicitis and died two weeks later. He is
commemorated by an oak cross in All Saints’
churchyard, Carshalton.

Dr Peatling with his sons Paul and Tom
Source: A History of the Beddington, Carshalton &
Wallington Archaeological Society by Beryl Palmier/
Carshalton & District History & Archaeology Society
2010

Visit inside the Old Rectory
Re-scheduled twice: once because of the
pandemic and, most recently, because of
storm Eunice, the visit to look inside the Old
Rectory finally took place on 4th March. Local
councillors Chris Williams, Jill Whitehead and
Jake Short were joined by Cllr. Steve Cook
(Heritage Champion), Shelley Williams-Sharp
(Head of Facilities Management) and John
Phillips and Sue Kelsall (CORA).
The visit can’t be described as a tour of the
house as the group had only limited access.
They saw the first of the two reception rooms
on the south side, the two east facing 1st floor
rooms, the north east attic and the stairs. They
were not allowed look at the rooms occupied
by the two ‘guardians’ which meant that
several of the significant listed rooms in the
house were out of bounds. Nor could they visit
the Victorian extension or the basement.

The good news is that all the damage in
these two rooms has been repaired.
Also recorded in 2017/2019 was significant
damage to the second ground floor reception
room (photo below). It wasn’t possible to visit
this room - it’s occupied – but it’s likely that
repairs will have been made at the same time
as the other work was carried out.

Water damage had been recorded in several
rooms of the house in November 2017 and
again in May 2019. The photo above shows
the state of the window in the historic ground
floor reception room at that time. Water
penetration in the first floor room on the
south side was also recorded (top right).

The areas within the house that the group
looked at, though shabby, now seem stable
following the recent repairs. John Phillips
was able to give a brief history of the house,
emphasising its historical importance. He
also stressed that it requires more than
routine property management to keep it in
good repair. It’s so very encouraging that
our local Councillors are concerned about
the Old Rectory and its future and we thank
them for taking time to visit the house.

The photo left shows the recently replaced drain
on the south side of the house

Membership Renewals

KEEPING IN TOUCH
We’d like to hear from you. Your comments and
suggestions would be very welcome.
Email: savetheoldrectory@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/savetheoldrectory

