FOR THE SUPPORTERS OF CARSHALTON OLD RECTORY
Editor: Sue Horne

……and a very happy New Year

Issue 37

2021/2022
Thank you for your continuing support for CORA
and the Old Rectory, especially through these
difficult times. We are so very sorry that we were
unable to meet you in person this year but we are
hoping for better things in 2022…..!

backed up with a strong business plan. As we
discovered in 2017, cast iron guarantees aren’t easy
to provide, especially without considerable financial
backing. But if supported by the Council ……surely
anything’s possible?

Of course, a lot depends on what new varieties of
virus emerge. We’ve had alpha, delta and now
omicron, which sounds like an American tech
company. For some reason they jumped
interesting letters like mu, nu1, and xi – xi being
rather apt considering where the virus came from.
Let’s hope we haven’t gone through the whole of
the Greek alphabet before we get shot of this
pandemic.

There is no doubt that the Old Rectory would be a
perfect setting for a single collection, rather like the
Fan Museum in Greenwich. The question is: how do
you find a private collection in search of a home?
Maybe Chris Rhodes could write to the V&A. I bet
they would know what’s out there. Perhaps a
museum dedicated to the exquisite calico printing of
William Kilburn or the one time resident of the Old
Rectory, the master plasterer, Joseph Rose, who
worked with Robert Adam. An historic costume, book
or print collection perhaps. There are so many
possibilities.

Apparently, at the October meeting of the
Carshalton Area Committee, Chris Rhodes, Head
of Asset Management at Sutton, was asked what
community uses would suit the Old Rectory.
Surprisingly, he agreed that the house would make
an ideal MUSEUM but that any proposal had to be

Will 2022 be the year that the Old Rectory comes out
of the shadows? Will it be for community use or
something else? Whatever is decided, a secure future
for this very special house must be guaranteed.

Visit Cancelled
Scheduled for 14th December, the planned visit to the Old Rectory by the local ward Councillors, which was
to include John Phillips from CORA, has been cancelled. The reason given is the latest panic over the new
variant of the virus. This is a great pity. The meeting in October generated a revived interest in the Old
Rectory as well as a drive to get things done; any delay and the momentum will be lost.
Just the fact that the ward Councillors were to visit the house ensured that the long neglected outside areas
were sorted out. Perhaps work has been done to the interior as well - but without seeing inside, how can we
know? It certainly shows how essential the Carshalton ward Councillors are. When they show interest, things
get done. CORA will carry on campaigning on behalf of this historic and remarkable building but we really do
need our Councillors alongside us.

What a difference!
Just a little push and it’s amazing what can be
achieved. You’ll be pleased to know that the ivy
has been completely removed from the back wall
and more of the back garden has been cleared.
The graffiti have gone and in the Victorian part of
the house, the original shutters are being used
instead of the rather tatty window coverings. The
house no longer looks like a squat. All this was
accomplished before the planned (but since can-

celled) visit by our local Carshalton Councillors (see
above). No matter what the impetus, we are very
glad that the work has been done. Still to be removed
are the desiccated box plants but, as new planting
won’t take place until next Spring, they might as well
stay in the ground until then. To give you a flavour of
the remarkable changes that have taken place, here
are some photos taken on 2nd December.

The back wall of the house cleared of ivy and much of the undergrowth

The side entrance and path cleared of weeds
and debris

Graffiti removed – but there’s still a problem with
rising damp and the drains

Who knew there was a sign over the rustic arch?

Shutters rather than a hotchpotch of window coverings

Steps to the basement cleared

KEEPING IN TOUCH
We’d like to hear from you. Your comments and
suggestions would be very welcome.
Email: savetheoldrectory@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/savetheoldrectory

