
   

 

 

 

 

FOR THE SUPPORTERS OF CARSHALTON OLD RECTORY 
  

 

 

 

 

The photo on the right shows the back wall of 
the Old Rectory overgrown with ivy, and as 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ just as bad. The 
house is looking neglected and unloved.   

Perhaps the general air of abandonment was a 
contributing factor in the recent appearance of 
graffiti on the south wall of the house - 
although itΩs fortunate that the canvas the 
perpetrator has picked is ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ΨǊŜǇŀƛǊΩΦ  If 
only to prevent further acts of vandalism, the 
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sorry state of the outside areas must be rectified. 
Once an attractive feature, all that remains of the 
pretty knot beds of box is a desiccated mess 
(shown below), consumed either by box blight or 
box caterpillar. The abandoned bike by the bike 
rack, sans wheels, adds to the air of dereliction.  
Just tidying up this area would make such a 
difference to the general appearance of the 
house.  

 
 
ItΩs impossible to get to the back wall of the 
building because of the jungle of brambles and 
overgrown shrubs.  The small garden area at the 
back is impenetrable - a wall of growth 
preventing any access.  ̧ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ take more than 
a few steps before meeting a bramble barricade.  
Hacking this back will be quite an undertaking. 
Armour plated gardening gloves and extra thick 
clothing will be a necessity!  Even along the north 
side of the house, the weeds testify to the  

 
 
 
 

 
 

general neglect.  Yet still the house manages 
to captivate.  While I was taking these photos, 
a visitor had climbed the steps to read the 
plaque on the front wall.  She thought the 
house beautiful and as she walked away she 
remarked ΨƭƛƪŜ WŀƴŜ !ǳǎǘŜƴΩ.  Just a hundred 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǳǘ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǉǳƛōōƭƛƴƎΦ   

I like to think that if CORA had been allowed 
to take on the Old Rectory five years ago, it 
would not be in this state.  WŜΩŘ have been 
busy promoting the house, looking for 
sponsors, applying for grants, raising funds, 
recruiting volunteers etc., as well as physically 
working in the house: every effort focussed on 
securing its future.   

This standing to one side watching the house 
fall into disrepair is disheartening.   


