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Webb Estate - follow up
It is always a pleasure to receive a response to
our newsletters and very much appreciated.
This interesting email from long-standing
CORA member, Anne Dodwell, followed last
month’s article on the Webb estate.
Anne wrote:
‘Read this with great interest as my Mother,
Rachel Haydon, nee Cash, attended
Commonweal Lodge School which as you may
know from your research was established in
1916 by Miss Bourne and Miss Bray at the
request of William Webb. His daughter, Mary,
was one of the first pupils (8 initially, who were
taught in the Old Smithey - see Wikipedia
entry). Eventually School moved to larger
premises at 1 Woodcote Lane. It eventually
closed at extremely short notice in 2010.
My Mother used to attend Reunions. Old girls
were called "old knots"! and I remember
sometimes going too. Later my cousin went to
Commonweal and several times when at St
Philomena's School I played Lacrosse matches
against a team in which she too played games taking place on the green so that stray
balls had to be reclaimed looking out for
traffic! I remember being very impressed by
the beautiful houses around the Green and
thinking it was an oasis of peace.’

Commonweal Lodge School

Commonweal Lodge School was extended
several times over the years to provide extra
classrooms, a library, swimming pool and
gymnasium. In 1997, the school was linked
with Downside School. Mixed pupils from the
age of three attended the infant school,
Silverdene Lodge, followed by Downside
Lodge from the age of six and, at eleven, girls
were educated at Commonweal Lodge. After
the abrupt closure of the school, the complex
was demolished and replaced by a building
containing four luxury flats.

Our zoom meeting on the 23rd saw a
small but select group sign in to the meeting.
Our thanks to those of you who took the time to join us.
The discussion covered various topics, particularly the disquieting lack of any news on the Old
Rectory. So much depends on which way the Council decides to jump. It’ll be particularly worrying
if they choose to lease the house; Council tenants have the right to buy. This prompted the
suggestion that CORA should campaign for Council owned listed buildings to be exempted.
We also discussed the indiscriminate re-development taking place in Purley and other town
centres as well as the Government’s recent proposals to streamline the planning system. This
last topic is of particular concern. As they presently stand, the proposals severely reduce the
ability of any local opposition to contest a new development. Local people will be ‘consulted’ at
the ‘plan-making’ stage. However, at the planning application stage, consultation will be
‘streamlined’. This, we are told, is to reduce delay caused by ‘a small minority of voices’ who
might oppose a development. A small minority of voices, of course, means you, me, CORA, the
Council, the Georgian Group, The Victorian Society etc.….!

Elizabethan Water Features
Most garden makeover programmes on the
‘telly’ include some form of water feature, but
such ornamentation is by no means a modern
innovation. The 16th century garden at
Beddington, fashioned by Sir Francis Carew,
was famous not only for the orange trees
growing there, but also for several novel
water features. The importance of the garden
was recognised by Sir Roy Strong in his 1990
paper on this Elizabethan estate.
The Carew family lived at Beddington from the
second half of the 14th century. When the
Tudor house was built, it was surrounded by a
water-filled moat that narrowed at the
southeast corner to squeeze between the
house and the church. The Elizabethan
household
accounts
contain
several
references to the mansion having a Court, an
Outer Court and a Great Court.
The best contemporary descriptions of the
garden were written by two visitors who
fortunately kept diaries and recorded what
they saw. The Moravian, Baron Waldstein,
visited Beddington on 26 July 1600 and wrote:

‘We made a four mile detour via Beddington in
order to see a most lovely garden belonging to
a nobleman called Francis Carew. A little river
runs through the middle of this garden, so
crystal clear that you see the water-plants
beneath the surface. A thing of interest is the
oval fish-pond enclosed by trim hedges. The
garden contains a beautiful square-shaped
rock, sheltered on all sides and very cleverly
contrived: the stream flows right through it
and washes all around. In the stream one can
see a number of different representations: the
best of these is Polyphome playing on his pipe,
surrounded by all kinds of animals. There is
also a Hydra out of whose many heads the
water gushes.’
The second reference to the gardens was
made by a gentleman accompanying the
seventeen year old Landgraf Otto of HessenKassel, visiting London as part of an early form
of ‘Grand Tour’. He came to Beddington in
May 1611:
‘In the first garden we saw a very fine fountain
with neatly made fishes, frogs etc. swimming in
the fountain as if they were alive…..’

This little copper fish was discovered in
topsoil during one of the summer excavations
at Carew. It is thought the fish fitted onto a pin
so that it could rotate. When immersed facing
upstream, the rectangular mouth would catch
the flow, oscillating the fish in the current.
Another find was a delicate copper leaf. Made
from a thin sheet of copper or copper alloy.
The leaf is 20 mm wide with a maximum
length of 24mm, the spine formed by a fold in
the metal creating a shallow V section. The
leaf has veins which were made by ‘punching’
on one side which produced shallow ridges on
the other. The edges of the leaf have been cut
and the metal bent slightly to create
serrations. The tip of the leaf has been
pinched shut and the metal bent slightly.
When discovered, the leaf had deposits of
lime-scale, showing that it had either been
immersed in, or sprayed with, river water.
Cleaning revealed areas of brown patination
which is generally the result of corrosion in
wet conditions.

The back of the ‘rose’ leaf

The front of the ‘rose’ leaf

.
That long ago visitor from Hessen-Kassell also
noted other highlights:
‘……. we saw a great number of figgs, oranges,
lemons - all trees which were bearing fruit at
the time. Item Taxum, Laurocerasum, Pomum
Adami, cuius folia melissi odorem fere habent.
Nerion vel Rododendron (probably an
oleander) with beautiful red flowers, it is,
however, poisonous. Not far away there is a
stream of water cheerfully running out of a
little hill which is handsomely furnished with all
sorts of neatly made animals and little men as
though they were alive. Further down are two
little corn mills, well made, driven by the water.
There are also small boats and a little naval
vessel lying at anchor on the water. Further up
there is a beautiful pleasure house, artificially
built with all kinds of shell. Inside an animal
with many heads with jets of water issuing
forth. Nearby runs a very clear and clean

water with many trout therein. Not far away is
an exceedingly fine pleasure house built all of
mineralibus or various kinds of brass in
cheerful fashion, the ceilings made like the sky
from which rain pours down. Coelum pluens
etc. On top is a fine and pleasant cabinet on
whose ceiling Flanders Holland and Zealand
etc. are beautifully painted. There is a mirror in
the pleasure house which is laid in with all sorts
of marble.’
It’s interesting that there were automata in the
form of animals and people, although ‘little
men’ does tend to suggest garden gnomes! The
little corn mills, small boats and a naval ship
bring to mind more modern visitor attractions
such as model villages or model railway
panoramas. The garden obviously fascinated
Elizabeth I as she is known to have visited on
many occasions. In 1610, a commission of
Surrey landowners investigated a proposal to
divert part of the flow of the river Wandle to
supply water to London. These gentlemen
produced an unfavourable report with a long
list of people who would be disadvantaged,

including Sir Francis Carew: ‘… in respect of a
force [m]ill wch conveyeth the water into his
house. To the domage of the said Sr Frauncis
Carew
in
regard
of
the
greate
costs….bestowed upon the said River for the
delight of our late Soveraigne Lady the Queens
Majestie….‘
The force mill must have been a form of
water-driven pump which is likely to have
supplied the garden fountains as well as the
house.
The main features of Sir Francis Carew’s
garden appear to have been a banqueting
house with a grotto below, a grotto with a
hydra in it, a rock, a fountain with moving
model fish and frogs, statues, model mills and
ships, an oval pond, orchards, an orangery and
other plant houses.
Had they had an Open Gardens Scheme then,
I’d have gone to see it!
Sources: research papers by John Phillips - Carshalton
and District History and Archaeology Society

Sue Horne 4/7/2021

KEEPING IN TOUCH
We’d like to hear from you. Your comments and
suggestions would be very welcome.
Email: savetheoldrectory@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/savetheoldrectory

