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We are changing the way we collect our subscriptions






During the coronavirus lockdown, the collection of membership fees
was put on hold. It has been decided to extend the freeze on
subscriptions until next year
The present system of monthly renewals, dependent on joining date,
will be discontinued
From 2021, all subscriptions will be due in January. The Membership
Secretary will contact you as usual with renewal forms
For any new members joining in the last quarter of the year, their
membership will be extended to include the following year
Membership fees will stay at £5 per annum

The Postal AGM
Our experiment in postal voting seems to have gone reasonably well and we’d like to thank
you for your co-operation and commitment. Over half of you responded with none of the
resolutions being opposed and no questions tabled. Both John Shepley Thornton and Derek
Channon Yeo were re-elected as Trustees.
Your voting papers have been printed and filed and the Trustees’ Report and Summary of the
accounts will be sent to the Charity Commission as usual.

Repairs to the wooden soffit boards on the north side of the house

Repairs to the Old Rectory
If you have walked past the house within the
last few weeks you’ll have seen scaffolding
up on the Old Rectory and work in progress,
particularly on the rotten soffit boards and
some of the decaying parts of the window
frames. The stained and water damaged
walls on the north side of the house seem to
have been cleaned down and it appears that
there has been some selective re-pointing.
All this activity looks to be a continuation of
the work begun just before the lock-down.

You’ll see from the photos the extent of the
work underway. Connie, our Membership
Secretary, managed to speak to one of the
workmen and discovered that there has also
been some repair and redecoration to the
interior as well.
This is very welcome news as the sorry state
of the house has been of constant concern
to us. It means the Old Rectory will be
watertight once again and the interior, in
particular the panelling, better protected.

View of the south side

South side window – early March
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View of the north side

What Next?
Close by is Grove House, owned by the Council, locally listed and with plans under
consideration to convert the building into flats. By comparison, conversion of the Old Rectory
must present a more complex problem because of the Grade II* listing and the fact that the
300 year old house will need specialist attention. It is also fair to say that the smaller size of
the house must also limit the options available to the intended developer, Sutton Living. (As
far as we know, the house has not yet been formally transferred to SL.)
Grove House is the second of the large houses around the ponds to be developed in this way.
The Lodge, under EcoLocal, has been partially converted into flats and the question is, do we
really need yet another historic house, within the ponds conservation area, to follow the same
pattern? The Old Rectory is such an exceptional building and should have the same special
status as the other historic buildings in the borough: Whitehall, Little Holland House and
Honeywood Museum. The fact that it is close to Honeywood should not be a bar to it being
seen in the same way. For example, as an historic house, it could not only be a museum,
telling the history of the house and the people associated with it, but also provide exhibition
space, gallery space and artists’ studios to tap into the thriving local art scene. The success of
the CAOS artists’ studios trail shows how much local people value such talent and enterprise.
Just a thought but one which we sincerely hope the Council will consider.

Carshalton - a special place?
The painting by John Stillman captures the last
time the Old Rectory was open to the public. It
shows the 2015 Frost Fair and some of the crowds
that converged on the historic ponds area to
enjoy a variety of stalls selling crafts and all sorts
of interesting food.
Both EcoLocal and the Friends of Honeywood
Museum are involved in running the event. The
Friends of the Ecology Centre play their part too,
with stalls in front of the Old Rectory and a winter
wonderland walk through the Ecology Centre
grounds. All these activities are organised by local
volunteers, as is the summer CAOS trail and the
Environmental Fair in Carshalton Park. Add to this
list another local landmark, the historic Water
Tower, managed and cared for by volunteers, and
you get an idea of the wide range of voluntary
enterprises run by local people. How does such a
small area produce such an amazing number of committed people? That’s one for you to
answer.

KEEPING IN TOUCH
We’d like to hear from you. Your comments and
suggestions would be very welcome.
Email: savetheoldrectory@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/savetheoldrectory

